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CONGRATULATIONS NICK HUNTIMER- NFHS HIGH SCHOOL TODAY NEWS ARTICLE
A big shout out to Nick Huntimer who was interviewed by the NFHS about officials with hearing impairments. As you
all know, Nick is great volleyball officials who has excelled in officiating the sport. Always great to see recognition of
one of our own. I have included the article for your reading pleasure. Way to go Nick.

NEWER OFFICIAL’S EVALUATION
I have had several questions about official’s evaluations and the thought process to how these work. Many officials
are concerned that while we have 16 new officials this year, if a “newer official” receives a “not so good” rating on
the evaluations, why in the world would they want to stay? I agree with that thought process to an extent.
Now at the risk of striking a nerve with some officials……. we, as veteran officials, need to make sure that the “newer
officials” are ready for a VARSITY contest PRIOR to taking them to one! We do have a mentoring program to allow
them the opportunity to develop as officials and I trust that we are not putting newer officials in a tough situation
simply to “fill a contract”. Officials, you are doing a disservice to “new officials” that are trying to learn the game,
when we put them in that position. Now, don’t get me wrong, there are “newer officials” that certainly are ready for
that contest, as I have seen many that are ready. However, there may be some that need a little more time to
understand the game, and will be great officials if we take the time to pre and post-match conference with them, and
help them to get their questions answered.
If you do take a “newer official” to a varsity contest, it would be best to let the coaches and AD know that is
happening, so maybe they can be a bit more patient in the match and potentially the evaluation as well. We all know
that there is much to learn as a new official and we need to be patient with them, so they can grow to love the game,

just like you do. I am confident that if we can mentor and work with newer officials and help them to feel
comfortable with the game, we will be able to keep them and help the sport of Volleyball to grow.
Coaches, if there is “newer” official working the contest, possibly try to be a bit more conscientious of the evaluation
and try to help that official to improve in the evaluation.
OCTOBER CANCER AWARENSS MONTH
As many of you know, October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Volleyball has many things they can do to
promote the festivities for the month. I simply ask that we keep the integrity of “the game” in mind: if it is legal for
the volleyball game, it is legal for “Cancer Awareness” night.
1. Uniforms may be pink, but would need to follow the uniform regulations as to number placement and
manufacturer’s logo restrictions, etc.
2. Only one manufacturer’s logo and no more than 2 ¼ inches.
3. If your team is wearing “special uniforms” for the event, be sure they are legal and do not have
advertisements or trademark/reference/logo larger than 2 ¼ inches.
4. Pink headbands and wristbands can only be worn if the uniform is pink! Remember the headband rule is
white, black or the predominant color of the uniform.
5. Pink socks are legal, as are pink shoelaces. No adornments on the shoes!
6. The game ball must remain the blue, gray and white ball. A pink ball will not be allowed.
7. Many teams are wearing pink t-shirts to honor the theme of the evening during warmup, and then play in
their school issued uniform.
8. Officials may use a “colored” whistle for the event and use a colored lanyard for the event. Otherwise,
officials’ uniform shall remain in place as we have for other matches.
If you have any questions about your event, please call the office and ask prior to the event-taking place and I am
happy to answer any questions you might have.
UPDATE ON THE BLUE SHIRTS FOR VOLLEYBALL OFFICIALS
The volleyball officials organization has opted to add a blue shirt to their officiating gear. Unfortunately, we have not
yet been able to find a shirt that meets the specifications for both men and women, so we are pulling the reins back
on the blue shirt until we find a shirt that will be feasible for all. Officials, we will continue with the white shirt and at
this time, there is NOT a blue shirt available to purchase. When I have those details worked out, I will send an email
for all to read. Thanks for your patience on this matter as we work to find a vendor.
VIDEO REVIEW
I am working with some other states to have some video for review and Colorado has so graciously opted to help me
out. Here are a couple for you to review and call. Click on the YouTube video and see what you think.
#1

What Just Happened???
https://youtu.be/vXEFcJa1zdg
#9 on the right is obviously a front row player. Why did the R1 signal “safe” (should push the palm
towards the floor in a single motion as well) when she put the ball over? Did you catch that the previous
contact was an “overhand finger action” set by the Libero in the front zone?
#9 wisely stayed down below the top of the net and made it a legal play.
#2

Back Row Attack
https://youtu.be/B0MM3nelj5g
#14 on the right is a back row player. When she attacked the ball, was the ball completely above the
height of the net? Was she on or in front of the attack line (white line)?

