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Justin Ingalls  --  Email = coordinator@sdhsaa.com  --  Cell = 605-201-9721 

Larry Osborne  --  Email = oz@sdhsaa.com  --  Cell = 605-381-4108 
 

You can never work a game thinking you’re always right. 
 

The list for State Tournament Officials came out last week.  For those of you selected, congratulations! 
You can be very proud of your accomplishments because our state really does have an abundance of 
superior officials.  Do not rest on your laurels because there are a plethora of officials ready to take your 
place. Those of you that were not selected, please understand that you are also quality officials, but there 
are only 72 officials that can be selected.  Please support those that have been selected and continue to do 
what you do that makes all of us better. 

Sportsmanship 
NFHS playing rules are written to encourage sportsmanship. Participation in these programs should 
promote respect, integrity, and sportsmanship. However, for these ideals to occur, everyone involved in 
these programs must be doing their part. As officials we are required to handle sportsmanship among the 
competitors and coaches. Administrators are required to handle sportsmanship among everyone else. 

If we don’t correct unsporting behavior on the court, no matter what the score might be, the time in the 
game, or the type of game (Region, SoDak 16 or State), then we have no one else to blame for 
sportsmanship issues but ourselves as officials. It is not an excuse to allow behavior that would have been 
penalized in the first quarter, but ignored that same behavior in the fourth quarter because you feel it 
would alter the game. First, the official is not altering the game, the player or coach did that with their 
unsporting behavior. Also, if you don’t make that call, you put your fellow officials in a bad place the 
next time they are in front of the same situation with that team on a different night. 

If you think you may be manipulating the game by making that call, what do you think 
you are doing by not making that call? 

Mercy Rule 
All Classes: The mercy rule shall be used for all regular season, region and SoDak 16 contests. When the 
point differential reaches 30 or more points in the second half, the clock will continue to run. 
 
Pre-Game 
As we gear up for the most competitive part of the season, our pregame discussions should evolve as the 
season starts to wind down and post-season is winding up. It should no longer be necessary to spend a 
considerable amount of time and attention to the basic rules and mechanics. We should focus and discuss 
at length on broader issues such as team and coaching styles, common opponents, game wreckers, “go to” 
players and their tendencies and player matchups. Narrow your thoughts to the game at hand as opposed to 
the game of basketball in general. 
As we approach the end of the season, please understand that every game and every play, “is important 
to somebody.” ~Buck Timmins.  Coaches are trying to survive and/or position their team for 
playoffs.  Parents have emotional and biased judgement.  Seniors are quickly realizing these are their last 
games.  Every win/loss affects team power points.  As officials, we must officiate the season just as if we 
are officiating the fourth quarter.    
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Observer 
When a person is watching on their phone or on YouTube, and there is lag with the audio, an official must 
make each communication in a clear and communicable tempo. If your communication isn’t clear, the 
audience has no idea what is going on.  The officials that do have clear communication look 
awesome.  Officials, by the book, must make full communications of each mechanic in a clear and 
smooth tempo for the sake of the players, coaches, table, fans, crew, and now the media.  I know officials 
are questioning this, but it is clear to me that this is not an option.  The Official's Manual section 4.4.1 B 
& C states that officials, on the spot of the whistle, before ever leaving to switch or report, complete the 
mechanics for Clock, Call, Direction, & Spot/Shots. 
Joey Liesinger 
 

Court awareness for timeouts is a must.  Officials must be intuitive for knowing when a coach may 
possibly be calling a time out.  However, too many officials are simply granting a time out, asking for the 
type, reporting, and then taking their wait position.  The way a time out should be handled is like 
this:  Coach or player calls a time out, the granting official should immediately ask for the type of time 
out, after asking twice then grant a full.  Before facing the table to report, the granting official must first 
visually confirm with the crew, where the ball is to be spotted for a throw-in, whose ball or direction the 
throw-in, the thrower’s options like running or a spot throw-in, and finally the length/type of time 
out.  After all that has been communicated is when the granting official faces the table, and reports.  This 
allows for any coach or assistant to find out the throw-in spot and it also allows for all the players to 
gather before ever starting the clock.  But the granting officials’ job is still not finished.  The granting 
official must now turn away from the table and reaffirm everything one more time, where, who, and 
options before taking their appropriate wait positions.  This is not a time to stand around and look good 
but rather a time to stay moving, stay thinking, stay engaged.    

Finally, officials must know the bench rules for the accumulation of indirect fouls.  Crazy things will 
happen at the end of the year.  What are the penalties?  What are the consequences?  What is the 
resolution?  Does it affect the team foul count?  Does it cause an indirect technical foul to the head 
coach?  Page 77 in the rule book has a great table to guide all the possibilities and it summarizes the 
complete breakdown.  Sportsmanship is a point of emphasis, and you cannot let rules slide because we 
don’t know them.  Remember, when you are calling a technical foul, you are saving everyone, the 
community, and the game itself from further embarrassment.  We already know the mechanics and now 
we must be an expert in the rules.  Rule 10 in the rule book covers all the craziness.  Rule 10 in the 
official’s manual is fifteen pages long. Be an expert on the administration of a technical foul.     

Situation 
Situation B 4.12.2: Case Book, Page 26 
During a throw-in by A1 from the end line by Team A’s basket: (b) the throw-in is touched by A2 before 
it goes across the division line into Team A’s backcourt where it is recovered by A3. Ruling: Legal (b) 
since team control had not yet been established in team A’s frontcourt before the ball went into Team A’s 
back court.  The throw-in ends when A2 legally touches the ball, but the backcourt does not start until A3 
gains control in Team A’s backcourt.    
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Situation 9.3.3-B: Case Book, Page 70 
A1 and A2 set a double screen near the end line. A3 intentionally goes out of bounds outside the end line 
to have the defender detained by the double screen. Ruling: The official shall call a violation on A3 as soon 
as A3 steps out of bounds. The ball is awarded to team B at a designated spot nearest to where the violation 
occurred. 
 
Situation 9.2.10 A: Case Book, Page 68  
A1 is out of bounds for a throw-in. B1 reaches through the boundary plane and knocks the ball out of A1’s 
hands.  Team B has not been warned previously for a throw-in plane infraction. Ruling: B1 is charged with 
a technical foul and it also results in the official having a team warning recorded and reported to the head 
coach. Comment:  In situations with the clock running and five or less seconds left in the game, a throw-
in plane violation or interfering with the ball following a goal should be ignored if its only purpose is to 
stop the clock.  However, if the tactic in any way interferes with the thrower’s effort’s to make a throw-in, 
a technical foul for delay shall be called even though no previous warning had been issued.  In this situation, 
if the official stopped the clock and issued a team warning, it would allow the team to benefit from the 
tactic. (4-47-1; 10-2-1b, c; 10-4-10)   
 
TEST YOURSELF 
1. Which is true of setting a screen on a stationary opponent outside that opponent’s visual field? 

a. The screen may be set just short of the contact. 
b. The screen must allow the opponent to take one normal step without contact. 
c. The screen must allow the opponent time and distance to avoid contact. 
d. The screen must allow the opponent the ability to stop or change direction to avoid contact. 

 
2. A1 is holding the ball for the first of two free throws.  Prior to A1 releasing the ball, B5, who is in a 

marked lane space, steps into the lane.  A1 then releases the ball on the try and steps across the free-
throw line into the lane before the ball enters the basket.  What is the result? 
a. Ignore the violations and the try is successful. 
b. Penalize B5’s violation only and award A1 a substitute attempt. 
c. Penalize A1’s violation only and A1’s try is cancelled. 
d. Penalize both violations and award A1 a substitute attempt. 
e. Penalize both violations, cancel A1’s first try and resume play with A1’s second attempt.  

 
3. All of the following end a dribble, except which? 

a. The dribbler catches the ball so that it comes to rest in one or both hands. 
b. The dribbler touches the ball with both hands simultaneously. 
c. An opponent bats the ball. 
d. The dribbler loses control of the ball after dribbling off his or her foot. 

 
Answer 

1. b 4-40-4 
2. e 9-1 Pen, 4b 
3. d 4-15-4 


