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TENNIS ADVISORY MINUTES 
Meeting: Wednesday, October 26, 2022 
ZOOM MEETING  
10:30 a.m. 
 
Tennis Advisory Committee Members:  

Athletic Director  Cory Aadland, Mitchell    2025 (2) 
Principal   Open      2025 (1) 
Girls AA Coach   Matthew Termansen, Harrisburg  2024 (1) 
Boys AA Coach  Trent Kurtz, Aberdeen Central   2025 (2) 
Girls/Boys A Coach  Kevin Plank, Lennox      2025 (1) 

 
1. Call Meeting to Order- Auch called the meeting to order at 10:30 with all committee members present.  
2. Kevin Plank volunteered to take minutes for the meeting. 
3. Plank made the motion to approve the agenda with Kurtz seconding the motion.  Motion passed unimously.   
4. Auch then reviewed the duties and responsibilities of this committee with the group.  Termansen stated 
that would not be coaching the girls next year and we would need to find a replacement for the AA Girls Coach 
to be represented on this committee.  Auch thanked Termansen for his years of service and wished him well.  
We will be seeking a girl’s AA representative in the future.  
5. Auch reviewed the rule changes for the 2022-23 school year which were: 

1. The change in the match format for the State Tournament which will be played 2/3 with a match tie 
break in lieu of the final set for all championship round matches. 

2. Tennis Classifications and alignments were split into two classes.  Classes were divided equally by the 
total number of teams competing, based on ADM, with the odd number moving up to Class AA. 

6. The State Tournament was held in Rapid City this year with Class A on Mon/Tues. and Class AA on 
Thurs/Friday.  Both classes ran into rain situations which forced much indoor play.  All felt that we did the best 
we could based on the weather we had.  When you go from 24 courts to 7, it definitely lengthens the day and 
made for a much later finish than anticipated. 
7. Report from Committee Members 

AA & A Coaches Report– Termansen reported that the coaches talked about several things at the 
coaches meeting.  Those items included: 

a. Location of the state tournament was discussed.  With SF adding additional indoor courts (4) 
that should be completed by the next time there is a tourney in SF and the addition of 12 
outdoor courts at Tomar Park which are ready now, the questions was - should SF be our 
permanent site.  Many coaches felt that going to Rapid City was important.  Auch explained 
that we have a site selection committee that takes care of these decisions and that this is not 
something the coaches need to worry about. 



b. Bound update:  Coaches suggestions were to have a checkbox for the winner of each match.  
Should seed points be displayed or not, many felt that helps lead to manipulation; having 
coaches contact information listed on Bound for coaches to access. 

c. Should seed points be calculated by whomever plays in that flight, not by a specific athlete 
and that is your seed point average?  Coach’s comments and suggestions are all over the 
place on this one.    Majority were not in favor of this idea, however the suggestion was 
proposed in Doubles was if one person remained the same on only person changes could the 
seed points then stay for that flight.  Committee seemed to like that idea and will be 
discussed at the next meeting to see if that might be something to consider. 

d. Discussion on the substitution rule.  The coaches voted to allow a player to reamian in one 
event if they withdraw from another…that vote was 22 in favor and 14 against.   The other 
part of that discussion was if an athlete is replaced with a sub, should the substitute keep the 
original seed or be moved to the bottom seed since they do not have the required number of 
matches to be seeded.  The discussion continued saying there are a lot of moving parts and 
we don’t want to open the door to allow manipulation of the system.  It was mentioned that 
coaches still have the discretion to place a substitute in an appropriate seed place by mutual 
agreement, but we need to have the proper working in place to move forward with a clear 
direction to answer the seeding questions and how athletes may be replaced.  The committee 
did not feel comfortable allowing a sub to be replaced in one and still be allowed to play in 
the other.  The thought was after they start completion, the only way they would still be able 
to play in the other (singles or doubles) would be if they forfeit their match and NOT be 
replaced.  We already have that in place, however, if they are replaced, the committee felt 
that was a decision the coach makes and then they would not be eligible for singles or 
doubles and the substitute would move forward to compete for them. 
Motion was made by Kurtz, second by Termansen to change the wording of the Substitution 
Rule to say: 
PROPOSAL:  
After entries - Before Seeding Meeting. After making his/her entries, a coach shall not substitute for 
 those entries except for reasons of illness, injury, or school administration discipline. The substitute(s) must  
be made at the flight affected with no other shifting of players up to the next flight. SDHSAA must have 
 verification in writing from doctor, trainer, etc. for injury or illness, or from school administration  
for disciplinary action. 
After Entries-Before Competition.  Substitutes may be made after the entries are submitted and prior to his/her 
first match of the tournament.  The substitution must be based on illness, injury or school administration 
discipline.  Written statement must be presented to the meet director prior to competition.  If this is not 
possible, the substitution will be at the discretion of the meet director. 
The substitute designated to replace his/her teammate will do so in the same position as the person  
withdrawing from the tournament. Any substitution(s) in singles competition would have to be a player(s)  
not already seeded or drawn into the singles competition. Likewise any substitute(s) in doubles competition  
would have to be a player(s) not already seeded or drawn into doubles competition. Coaches would not be  
allowed to switch their line-up to accommodate the substitution. There would not be a re-drawing or re-seeding 
of that flight, unless it can be done in advance of the seed meeting. 
After tournament has begun (singles and doubles). Substitution may be made after tournament has begun for  
injury or if illness occurs.  The substitute cannot be a player who has already played in singles/doubles tournament.  
 If a player withdraws, it must be by consent of trainer, meet director and/or SDHSAA meet official.  Once a  
player has withdrawn and been replaced with a substitute, the replaced player is no longer eligible  
to compete in singles or doubles. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

e. Discussion on seed point evaluation and the potential to form a committee to see if we need to make 
changes in the point values for each flight.  The committee felt that we need to be careful to not allow 
manipulation of a lineup, but we had some examples this past year that we indicators that maybe it 
needed to be looked at.  Not all coaches feel the same way, so the advisory committee felt that before 
we form a committee to revamp the point system and dedicate that time to it, we need to be sure 



that is what the coaches want to do, so the committee tabled this until we have more information on 
the path to take. 

f. Moving the A and AA tournament to have the tournament on Friday and Saturday of 2 separate 
weekends.  (Moving the Class A up a week earlier).  Auch stated that we would have to take a look at 
different deadlines and schedules and this may affect some of the teams schedules. She also 
mentioned that graduation will become a factor in the spring.  Once we start moving dates, it has a 
tendency to interfere with other things as well.   Would indoor facilities want to give up their facility 
on two weekends in a row Friday and Saturday?  There was a thought to go to 3 days and play both 
classes together at the same sites.  With the number of matches needed to be played, that would not 
be a good situation given the weather and how that played out this year if were to go indoors.  We 
would not have enough hours in the day to complete that.  That was why we went to two classes to 
make it more manageable.  Plank stated that it isn’t that manageable now if we go indoors as when 
we get done that late, teams are traveling all hours of the night and have to go to school the next day. 

g. Discussion led to, should we have a state qualifier and bring 8 teams to the tournament making it 
more manageable.  Aadland will discuss this with the AD’s at the AD’s conference. 

h. Should seed points only count when playing teams in your class?  This too had varied responses from 
coaches.  This could cause some geographic challenges for some schools and teams would potentially 
alter their scheduled even more if that happened.  Would it be beneficial to have a committee to set 
up schedules to try and get everyone to play everyone in their class and have some extra matches to 
play with in the end?  Should there be a set number of schools that you have to play in that class?  
Aadland mentioned to do this, we would have to completely start from scratch with everyone’s 
schedule and will reclassification in another year be a factor?  He will discuss with AD’s at Conference 
in March. 

i. Discussion on eliminating the hat rule and allow hats to be worn backwards if warranted.  Auch had no 
problem with that as long as the hats are school related and no outside entities logo’s on them.  
PROPOSAL:  Eliminate the hat rule to allow hats to worn backwards, if warranted.  Motion  by Kurtz, 
second by Termansen.  Motion passed unamiously. 

Athletic Directors report:  Aadland – nothing to add. 
SDHSAA Representative- Auch- nothing to add. 

2. Recommended proposals from committee. 
PROPOSAL 1:  
After entries - Before Seeding Meeting. After making his/her entries, a coach shall not substitute for 
 those entries except for reasons of illness, injury, or school administration discipline. The substitute(s) must  
be made at the flight affected with no other shifting of players up to the next flight. SDHSAA must have 
 verification in writing from doctor, trainer, etc. for injury or illness, or from school administration  
for disciplinary action. 
After Entries-Before Competition.  Substitutes may be made after the entries are submitted and prior to his/her 
first match of the tournament.  The substitution must be based on illness, injury or school administration 
discipline.  Written statement must be presented to the meet director prior to competition.  If this is not 
possible, the substitution will be at the discretion of the meet director 
The substitute designated to replace his/her teammate will do so in the same position as the person  
withdrawing from the tournament. Any substitution(s) in singles competition would have to be a player(s)  
not already seeded or drawn into the singles competition. Likewise any substitute(s) in doubles competition  
would have to be a player(s) not already seeded or drawn into doubles competition. Coaches would not be  
allowed to switch their line-up to accommodate the substitution. There would not be a re-drawing or re-seeding 
of that flight, unless it can be done in advance of the seed meeting. 
After tournament has begun (singles and doubles). Substitution may be made after tournament has begun for  
injury or if illness occurs.  The substitute cannot be a player who has already played in singles/doubles tournament.  
 If a player withdraws, it must be by consent of trainer, meet director and/or SDHSAA meet official.  Once a  
player has withdrawn and been replaced with a substitute, the replaced player is no longer eligible  
to compete in singles or doubles. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

PROPOSAL 2:  Eliminate the hat rule to allow hats to worn backwards, if warranted.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 



3. Auch encouraged the committee to review the handbook section for tennis and let her know if there 
needed to be any changes. 

4.  Proposed date for next year’s meeting will be Wednesday, October 25, 2023. 
5. With no other business, motion by Kurtz, second by Termansen to adjourn the meeting at 12:51. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jo Auch 
Assistant Executive Director 
South Dakota High School Activities Association 

 

 


