
2023 Debate Meeting Agenda – April 11 2023 – 6:00pm(CT) 
Zoom Meeting 

 
 

 
1. Call meeting to order 

2. Dates for the 2023-24 Debate & Individual Events program 

a. First Allowable Debate & Individual Events Competition – October 30, 2023 

b. State Debate & I.E. Tournament - March 1-2, 2024 at Watertown HS  

3. Dates and site for the 2025 State Debate Tournament - March 7-8, 2025 at Brookings 

4. Discuss all rules change proposals presented by Aberdeen Central (see attachment) 

5. Discuss the use of assistant coaches as judges who are only 1 year out of high school 

6. Discuss methods of powering rounds 4 and 5 of debate events 

7. Discuss process of identifying sides/debaters in PF rounds 

8. Discuss supervision policy at State Debate Tournament 

9. Consider change to In-Season Participation Policy 

   Current policy states: D. IN-SEASON PARTICIPATION RULE. Once a student reports for the 

school’s Debate & Individual Events (Forensics) squad, the student can compete only at tournaments 

and contests as a representative of his/her own school’s team. Participation on a “club” or non-school 

sponsored team or unattached, or as an individual is not permissible. However, a student can participate 

as an individual, not affiliated with a school in scholarship competitions such as, but not limited to, the 

American Legion Oratory Contest, and Voice of Democracy Contest. Students will be permitted to 

participate in the NSDA Big Questions Debate and World Schools Debate qualifiers outside of the regular 

debate season.  

   Amend to: D. IN-SEASON PARTICIPATION RULE. Once a student reports for the school’s 

Debate & Individual Events (Forensics) squad, the student can compete only at tournaments and 

contests as a representative of his/her own school’s team. Participation on a “club” or non-school 

sponsored team or unattached, or as an individual is not permissible during the SDHSAA debate season. 

However, a student can participate as an individual, not affiliated with a school in scholarship 

competitions during the SDHSAA debate season. such as, but not limited to, the American Legion 

Oratory Contest, and Voice of Democracy Contest. Students will be permitted to participate in the NSDA 

Big Questions Debate and World Schools Debate qualifiers outside of the regular debate season. 

Students can participate on club debate teams outside of the SDHSAA debate season at the discretion of 

their school’s administration. 



 

 

10. Consider the addition of Programmed Oral Interp to the State Debate Tournament 

11. Review State Debate Tournament Schedule 

12. Other items the committee would like to consider 

13. Adjourn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Proposed Changes from Aberdeen Central -  2023 
 

Asynchronous speech competitions do not count against the number of tournaments that a 
competitor can compete in.  
 
On Page 2. Add 

C. Asynchronous speech competitions do not count towards the 12 contest limitations.  
 
 
Judging  
On page 9-  Sub point 5  a new addition- shall read  
 
5. Coaches Obligation  

A. Head debate coaches are expected to judge in all preliminary debate events, but will be 
excused from the judging pool if their students are competing past the preliminary 
rounds, or if their school has provided 2 additional judges over the requirements listed in 
subsection 1, 2, and 3. Unless their time is competing in the final round, all head coaches 
are required to be available to judge if needed in the final round.  
 

Judging-  
-We bring PF judge- but they never used- and we are short on IE judges.  
-We need to look at numbers for IEs- OR we do what we did this time around with not running 
all events at the same time.  
 
Judging-  

- Rules state that if I bring more- I will not judge as much- but that is not true and no way 
to prevent that. 

 
Judging-  

● On Subpoint A- Volunteer community judges shall not judge the host school competitors 
in public forum.   

 
Debate Pairing 
Page 13  Power Matching (Add ballot count over speaker points)  
2. Ballot count 
 
FIX HOW WE DO ROUND PAIRING 4 and 5.  (See Travis Dahle for wording)  
 
 
 
Schedule 
-Extemp draw and start of IES should not be the same. Extemp draw should start 30 minutes 
before speak time of other events. This makes pairing the tournament easier with double entered 
competitors.  



 
Overtime 
Pg 16 sect 4 art 2 subsection D- UNDER EACH EVENT- For over time!!! (Need to fix that)  
 
Need some discussion on what to do about over time, because with online ballots we may never 
know that they are overtime. If we ask the judges to do it- they need to announce the time and 
average. We need to put the instructions on the ballot of what to do with overtime.  
 
For IE’s add a new Section 5 under each event-  
If a contestant gives a speech in the incorrect room, they shall be ranked last in the original room 
and receive 75 speaker points.  
 
 
 
 
Add in judge restriction- Pg 14 Section 1  Add B move current B to C 
-It needs to say- Needs more fine tuning.  
 
Competitors are not allowed to show evidence or discuss a point with the judges after the round. 
If evidence is provided by a competitor that was not requested and confirmed with the judges 
that they did not request the evidence,  it will result in a loss for the team providing unprompted 
evidence. Debaters are still allowed to ask judges if they would like to look at a piece of 
evidence without penalty.    
 
 
Lack of SDPB at state debate. 
-no recording.  
- No pictures.  
 
Medals 
Any outround should receive a medal. In debate it will include Octorounds.  
 
 
Page 7 Article III add subsection D 
Antique Bronze medal shall be presented to the members of each team/debater losing in the 
octofinal round.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 


