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COMPETITVE/SIDELINE CHEER MINUTES 
Meeting: November 7, 2022 
10:00 a.m. via ZOOM                                           
 
Competitive/Sideline Cheer Advisory Committee Members:     
Athletic Director Jordan Bauer, RC Central 2023(*)   
Principal  TBD    2024(2)   
Class "A" Coach  Val Ewing, Winner  2024(2)  ) 
Class "AA" Coach Diedra Nissen, SFR  2023(1)   
Official   Krista Inman, Rapid City  2025(1)   
Native American Rep. Misty Mousseaux, Lakota Tech 2024(1) 

 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order- Auch called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. via zoom with all committee 
members present.  Excused from meeting was Belinda Miller.  Several coaches joined the meeting via 
zoom also. 
 

2. Select Recording Secretary- Auch and Ewing will record the minutes for the meeting. 
 

3. Approval of Agenda- Motion by Bauer, second by Nissen to approve the agenda.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

4. Review Duties/Responsibilities - Auch reviewed the duties and responsibilities of the committee members.  
Jordan Bauer and Diedra Nissen both have expiring terms, and are eligible for second terms.  Both 
expressed their desire to stay on.   

5. Auch reviewed the Rule changes that were approved by the Board of Directors in the 2022-2023 school 
year. 

a. SDHSAA Rule Changes – Cheer 
1) Five (5) minute maximum time limit for warm-ups on the competitive floor for each team with option for host 

schools to schedule time or not. 
2) Tweaked the Pyramid category in the 5 point difficulty to say three (3) instead of two (2) advanced entries or release 

transitions. 
  Both these new things were well received. 
 
6. Auch also reviewed the NFHS Rules Deviations in Competitive/Sideline Cheer  

a. No glitter hairspray 
b. Head judge will be designated for both cheer and dance.  Judges scores from low to high shall be no 

more than 10 points. 
Committee wishes to make no changes where this is concerned. 

 



7. Report on State Event – Auch reported on the State Event and stated that event went very well.  She 
thanked the Watertown High School and Craig Boyens for the great job they did in hosting the event.  The 
event ran smoothly and was a great atmosphere for these athletes to compete. 
The group thought the location was adequate and that it was nice to have the video in the warm-up areas 
so that the teams knew exactly what was happening on the competition floor.   
 

8. Report from Committee Members;  
a. A  and AA Coaches Representatives- Valerie Ewing- Diedra Nissen 

i. Eliminate the basket toss language from rules as long as teams follow rest of the rules.  
Motion was made by Nissen, seconded by Bauer.  Proposal passed unanimously. 

1. PROPOSAL:  Eliminate the basket toss language for sideline cheer from the 
SDHSAA Sideline handbook. Coaches must be AACCA Certified to perform basket 
tosses, will need to use of proper matting and activity cannot cause a delay in the 
game/contest. 

ii. Discussion on Game Day Routines.  Looking to introduce a Game Day category for the state.  
Coaches sent out a survey to sideline cheer coaches to see if there was interest.  67 surveys 
were submitted, with 25 Class A/B schools stating they were interested and 1 Class AA 
school.  13 current competitive squads also said that they would consider doing both.  There 
was much discussion about what this would look like, if it would be a stand-alone event, if 
there have been too many additions to sports lately, and how and when it would take place.  
Committee felt it would be best if Bauer took it to the AD’s conference to see what the AD’s 
thought first and Nissen and Ewing will work with SDCCA to put together a more structured 
proposal.  Auch stated that many states do Game Day with much success, but if we were 
going to add something like this, we need more information on what this will look like and 
how many schools might be interested.  Adding it to the Competitive Day might make for a 
very long day for judges and competitors.  No action at this time, as Auch and Bauer will 
present it at the AD’s conference as much more information is needed before 
implementation. 

iii. The question was raised as to if we should we have 3 classes in competitive cheer?  There 
are 42 teams currently.  Discussion about splitting A and B into their own classes.  Concern 
is that smaller schools cannot compete with the larger class A schools.  This happens in 
every sport and isn’t necessarily because of school size.  With the change from being A/B 
combined being somewhat newer, it is questionable if the AD’s would support the split.  
Instead of making a proposal, we decided to look at reclassification in 2024.   

iv. There was a proposal to make a ratio for 4 high school students to every 1 middle school 
students.  This is not for us to decide, this is a local school policy as to how they wish to 
have their athletes compete as long as they are seventh grade and above. Class A and B 
schools might not be able to field a team if they were not able to use seventh and eighth 
grade students.  Not a concern for this committee. 

v. Discussion on adding a small and large division to AA cheer.  This has been previously 
brought up, but this year, possibly only 2 squads out of the 18 would have been at the 
number of 12 and under.  This would have simply added a small team and large team medal 
for each category.  Auch explained that we went away from that concept of large and small 
in 2013-14 due to the fact that we had teams that didn’t want to compete against other 
teams, so went in the smaller division to avoid others in categories.  She also stated that our 
goal was to grow numbers and this seemed to encourage teams potentially to compete 
with smaller teams and thus potentially cutting athletes from the squad.   Committee 
decided to take no action on this proposal. 

b. Principal Representatives- Belinda Miller- has retired.  A replaced will be sought for this position.  



c. Athletic Directors Representatives- Jordan Bauer- the topics that were brought to his attention had 
already been discussed.  Bauer will also reach out to Class A and B athletic directors.   

d. Official Representatives- Krista Inman 
i. There are some issues with booking competitions.  Some judges are quitting because they 

do not get booked for any competitions or for very many.  Discussion if this was an assigner 
issue or if there was a better way to make it worthwhile for all judges.   

ii. Mentoring/Training for judges was discussed.  There is a feeling that training needs to utilize 
the videos again to help more judges be consistent.  And mentoring, as helpful as it has 
been, also hard, as you are trying to teach while actively judging.     

e. Native American Rep.- Misty Mousseaux- did not report 
f. SDHSAA Rep. - Jo Auch stated the frustration in the number of email she received after 

competitions when teams were not satisfied with their scores.  If there are serious concerns that is 
one things, but if we are concerned because we did not get a point here or there for a skill, Auch 
will not review film for those instances.  No other sport looks at video review if they feel a call was 
missed in a contest.  You deal with it and make it better next time.  Basketball officials do not 
review video if a travel was missed and they scored a basket or other instances.  Your scores are 
your scores for that day and unless there was a blatant disregard for a rule, Auch will not be 
reviewing video of events in years to come.   

i. We have one proposal moving forward after today’s meeting and asked everyone to look at 
handbooks, both sideline and competitive to see what needs to updated or deleted.   

 
 
9. Review recommendations; additional opportunity for proposals following group discussion. 

One proposal from the group: 

1. PROPOSAL:  Eliminate the basket toss language for sideline cheer from the 
SDHSAA Sideline handbook. Coaches must be AACCA Certified to perform basket 
tosses, will need to use of proper matting and activity cannot cause a delay in the 
game/contest. 

 

10. Adjourn- With no further business of the group motion by Ewing, second by Nissen to adjourn the meeting 
at 12:00p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Jo Auch 
Assistant Executive Director 
South Dakota High School Activities Association 

 
 
 
 
 
 


